A message from the Blueprint for Action on Women and Girls and HIV/AIDS:

It is with an immeasurable sense of loss and with profound respect that we acknowledge the passing of LaVerne Monette, activist, champion and friend. LaVerne passed away of cancer on December 1st.

LaVerne was a National Steering Committee member of the Coalition for a Blueprint for Action on Women and Girls and HIV/AIDS, and was a powerful voice for all women's issues, in particular Aboriginal women, young women and girls.  Her passion, knowledge and dedication was an inspiration to us all.

LaVerne was the Executive Director of the Ontario Aboriginal HIV/AIDS Strategy.  She was pivotal in its development and thanks to her vision, leadership and determination, it became an incorporated entity in 2006.

 

During her career, LaVerne worked locally, provincially, nationally and internationally as an advocate for the rights of indigenous peoples. Previously, LaVerne had served as the Executive Director of 2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations and as the Executive Coordinator of the Indian Commission of Ontario. She was very influential in ensuring that aboriginal issues received greater prominence on the agenda of the International AIDS Conferences.

LaVerne also served on the Ontario Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (OACHA) and was a current board member of the Ontario HIV Treatment Network and on the Prisoners' HIV/AIDS Support Action Network.

 
LaVerne has asked that as we work our way through our loss that we find our way to laughter. In her final days, she told her close friends to "tell them to remember to laugh." A celebration of LaVerne's life is being planned by her friends to take place in January.

 

Donations in honour of LaVerne can be made to the Ontario Aboriginal HIV/AIDS Strategy, an organization that provides culturally respectful and sensitive programs and strategies to respond to the growing HIV/AIDS epidemic among Aboriginal people in Ontario.

 

Send donations in LaVerne's honour to:

Ontario Aboriginal HIV/AIDS Strategy
7 Hayden Street, Suite 201
Toronto ON  M4Y 2P2

Phone:  416.944.9481

